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but they can only be seen by those within, for the passage into
the street is closed with double doors, so contrived that there
is no looking in when the doors are opened. Besides there are
no windows to the street except a very few in the upper rooms,
which render the streets very disagreeable to Europeans.
The better sort of houses have an arched alcove in this court
open to the north and opposite the fountain. The pavement
of this alcove is raised about a foot and a half above the pave-
ment of the court and serves for a divan. Between this and
the fountain the pavement is generally of mosaic work made
with marble of various colours; as is also the floor of a large
hall with a cupola roof, which commonly has a fountain in the
middle, and is a cool room in the summer time. The divan is
that part of a room, in a Turkish house, raised above the floor,
and is covered with a carpet in winter, and in summer with
fine mats. Along the sides are thick mattrasses about three
feet wide, and commonly covered with scarlet cloth; there are
likewise large bolsters of brocade stuffed with cotton set against
the walls to lean upon. On these they sit cross legged like
taylors, for they have no chairs.
People of fashion have but one or two rooms for themselves
in the outer court, the rest are for the servants and stabling.
Above stairs is a colonnade, if not round the whole court, at
least fronting the west, off from which are their rooms and
kiosks. These last are a sort of wooden divans that project a
little way from the other part of the building and hang over
into the street. They are raised about a foot and a half higher
than the floor of the room, to which they are quite open, and
by having windows in the front, and on each side, there is a
great draught of air which renders them cool in summer.
Beyond this court is another, containing the women's apart-
ments, built in the same manner as other houses. Some few
have a garden and a tall cypress-tree; there is likewise one of
these in the outward yard.
The mosques in Aleppo are numerous, and some few of
them magnificent. Before each of them is an area, with a
fountain in the middle, designed for ablutions before prayers,
and behind some of the larger there are little gardens. There